14               THE CULTURAL ROLE OF IN7DIA
to philosophical pantheism."7 It is at the same
time idle to deny that Hindu thinkers admitted
the minor gods whom the masses ignorantly
worshipped, and urged that they were ail subor-
dinate to the One Supreme God. "While some
men find their god in the waters, others in the
heavens, others in the objects of the world the
wise find the true God, whose glory is manifest
everywhere*0 Another verse says, " The man
of action finds his god in fire, the man of feeling
in the heart, the feeble-minded in the idol, but
the strong in spirit find God everywhere/* It is
obvious that the conceptions of Indian theism
have been moulded by different minds in differ-
ent environments. The one foundational spirit,
however, is revealing itself throughout these di-
vergences of intellect. Hinduism, as a religion,
should not be regarded as mere polytheism for
polytheism has never satisfied the religious needs
of mankind. The religious thought of India has
reached its sublime heights in the Upanishads,
and the subsequent history of the Hindu faith
is an amplification of the Upanishadic themes.
The Hindu thinkers seem to believe in the
evolution of our knowledge of God.
* Tkt Cambridge History of India, Vol. 1, Ed. E. J. Rapson, p. 272.